Variations in content of care in a family medicine residency relating to types of insurance coverage.
The content of care in a family practice residency program was analyzed using a microcomputer information system. The distribution of recorded diagnoses in the training program was found to be very similar to results of two national studies of family medicine. Despite this overall similarity, important differences were found when distributions for patients with six types of insurance coverages were analyzed separately. This study demonstrates the potential effect of insurance coverage on the clinical content of family medicine. As the health care system changes, residency programs will need to remain adaptable to maintain patient bases reflecting the broad content of family medicine.